The Causes of the American Revolution
The Events Leading to the War for Independence
Objectives
· Students will be able to:
· Summarize the British policies that the American Colonists protested against following the French and Indian War.
· Explain how the American Colonies protested against what they saw as oppressive British policies.
· Explain the American argument supporting rebellion against the British as the only alternative for the American Colonies.
· Describe the events leading to and supporting the American Colonists’ Declaration of Independence from the British.
The Aftermath of the French and Indian War
· The British defeated the French but were deep in ______________140 million British Pounds
· The British demanded that the Colonists pay _________________ to cover the war debt
· The Colonists argued that they deserved a voice in that determination
· They also argued that they could only be taxed by those who they __________________to represent their interests
The English Tax the Colonists
· The English _____________________passed a series of laws that taxed the Colonists
· Colonists protested:
· They were ________________________ in Parliament
· They had grown accustomed to ______________________ for nearly 150 years, which was being challenged
· They were being denied their basic rights as Englishmen
Relations Prior to the French & Indian War
· Before the French & Indian War:
· The English were too busy with war in _______________________ to pay much attention to the American Colonies
· England did not enforce many of its laws regulating _________________ and ___________________, 

engaging in _____________________ neglect
· For decades, the Colonists were able to run their own political and economic affairs with little interference by the English and grew used to certain freedoms in government and trade…but those would soon be challenged by the end of the war.

The English Attention Shifts
· In 1763 when England finally won the Seven Years War and defeated France, it began to focus its attention on the American Colonies
· It hoped to raise _______________to help pay for the ________________ itself and its standing 

____________________ in the Colonies
· It also did so to once again tighten up _______________________in the Colonies and follow its objective of Mercantilism
· Old laws were once again enforced and new laws were created to benefit England’s merchants
· The freedoms experienced in the Colonies due to English salutary neglect had ended and the Colonists were not happy
Challenge
· Think (1 min), Pair (1 min), Share (2 min)
The British had every legal right to tax the Colonists, but did their failure to tax the Colonists or enforce laws for such a long time give the Colonists a good reason to complain?
The Navigation Acts
· The Navigation Acts
· A series of laws designed to promote English __________________ and ____________________
· These laws supported English ________________________
· Goods had to be shipped on English ships
· Goods had to be shipped to England first
· Taxes and duties were placed on any goods imported from anywhere besides England
· Restrictions were placed on who the Colonists could trade with other than England


The Writs of Assistance
· Writs of Assistance became common with the enforcement of the Navigation Acts
· Writs of Assistance were ____________________that allowed British officials, tax collectors, and soldiers to:
· __________________ into and _________________________ Colonial homes, businesses, and ships to 

search for ____________________________goods

· Colonists saw Writs of Assistance as violations of their ___________________________
· Writs of Assistance were freely given by courts based on mere suspicion and used to:
· Harass Colonists
· Intimidate and threaten Colonists
· Disrupt the lives and businesses of Colonists
The British Begin Enforcement
· In 1763, British Prime Minister George Grenville sent a large number of royal __________________________

 and ______________________, _________________________, and military patrols to enforce the Navigation Acts and carry out Writs of Assistance in the Colonies
The Colonists Respond: No Taxation Without Representation
· Rights of English Citizens
· No taxes could be levied without the ___________________ of the ______________________
· Colonial Legislatures 
· Colonists believed that only their own elected legislatures could tax them
Virtual Representation
· The English response to the protest of “no taxation without representation” was that all English subjects were, 

in fact, _______________________ represented in Parliament by the members of Parliament because they 

represented the interests of ___________________in the British Empire when they made laws
· In fact, only ___________ of English citizens were actually directly represented (electing their representatives)
· Colonists rejected virtual representation and claimed it allowed for political ________________________ and violated the English principle of consent of the governed.

Challenge
· Turn to a partner and discuss the following questions:
· What was virtual representation?
· How is virtual representation different from actual representation?
· Did the Colonists really want a seat in Parliament? Why or why not?
British Military Occupation
· After the French and Indian War, the English left ______________ soldiers in the Colonies. Why?
· For __________________ of the Colonists against the ____________________
· To keep the ___________________
· To collect English _________________
· The British also attempted to prohibit ___________________beyond their military control
The Proclamation of 1763
· The British issued the Proclamation of 1763 to:
· Protect the _____________________from the Colonists
· Protect the _____________________ from native attacks
· The Proclamation made it illegal to purchase land from the natives without a British _______________________
· The Proclamation also established a western border in the Appalachian Mountains beyond which the Colonists could not settle
· http://www.historycentral.com/Revolt/Royalproclomation.html
Response to Proclamation of 1763
· Anger
· Colonists believed that the crown was attempting to limit their ___________________ growth
· Disregard
· Colonists knew the British would have a hard time controlling them and enforcing the new law on the ________________________
· Impractical
· There was no way to stop the natural progression of colonial ____________________ westward
· The Colonists believed that they were _____________________ to occupy the land to the west of the Colonies
The Sugar Act
· The Sugar Act, which was officially called the Revenue Act of 1764, was a newly enacted tax on ___________________
· It actually ____________________ the existing tax on molasses (which was a key import from the Caribbean 

used to make _________________________)
· The problem was that the existing tax was rarely enforced and the new law provided for strong military enforcement of the tax
· It also imposed a new tax on:
· ______________________
· ______________________
· _____________________ (Mined salts)
Response to the Sugar Act
· The Colonists (especially merchants) were outraged with the new Sugar Act
· They reacted by:
· _____________________the law
· ___________________ to pay the tax
· ___________________molasses
· ___________________ molasses into the Colonies
· Shipmasters ___________________ about how much molasses was on board
The Case of the Sloop Polly
Soon after the Sugar Act was passed, a ship named the Sloop Polly sailed into ______________________Harbor off of 

the coast of Rhode Island carrying a load of _____________________. Her owner, Job Smith, reported that he had 63 casks of molasses on board and paid the required taxes on that amount. 

The tax collector of Newport, John Robinson, did not believe that a ship of that size would only have such a small 

amount of molasses. Once the ship sailed from the port, he sailed after it with a British _______________________ ship. 

Robinson overtook the Polly, and after a lengthy inspection, found out it carried __________________ the amount of molasses reported by its owner. Robinson seized the vessel, under the terms of the Sugar Act. However, he did not have the crew to sail it back to port. Robinson returned to Newport in search of help. 

While he was away, 40 men in disguise boarded the ship. These men took the molasses and anything else of value off of 

the ship. They then ___________________the ship. Robinson retrieved the ship, but he was ______________________ and charged with destroying the ship.

This is one extreme example of how the Colonists refused to follow the English taxes and greatly angered King George III.

The First Quartering Act (1765)
· The Quartering Act was a law passed by Parliament on March 24, 1765 that required the Colonists to provide 

________________________ and ___________________ to British soldiers in barracks and 

______________________, but if there was not enough room, they were to be housed in 

_______________________ homes too.
· Response by the Colonists was outrage. It violated:
· The Bill of Rights of 1689 because it was passed without the consent of the governed
· The rule against raising or keeping a standing army during times of peace
The Stamp Act (1765)
· Colonial advisors urged Prime Minister Grenville that new taxes were not a good idea, but the Stamp Act passed in 1765 without debate
· The Stamp Act was a tax on every printed ______________________in the Colonies:
· Newspapers
· Pamphlets
· Almanacs
· Legal documents
· Playing Cards
· Etc.
· The income from the tax was to pay for the cost of ___________________

· Violators were to be tried in __________________ Courts without juries
The Colonist Response to the Stamp Act
· The Colonists were outraged by the Stamp Act
· It impacted everyone, unlike the Sugar Act which affected only a small number of merchants
· They considered the law illegal and unconstitutional (passed without consultation of the Colonists)
· _______________________ gave a speech:
· Any person who passes a tax other than an elected assembly acts in a way that is “illegal, unconstitutional, and unjust, and has a manifest tendency to destroy British as well as American freedoms.”
· http://www.historycentral.com/Revolt/virginiaresolves.html
The Sons of Liberty
· During the summer of 1765 in Boston, _________________ and ___________________got together to protest
· As the group grew, it became known as the ____________________
· The Sons used ___________________, ____________________, ____________________ agreements, 

_______________________, ______________________, and other public exposure to spread opposition to the British taxes and laws
· On August 14, 1765, the Sons of Liberty burned the ________________of the Distributor of 

_____________________ of Massachusetts
· By the end of 1765, the Sons of Liberty were in every colony
The Stamp Act Congress
· The Stamp Act __________________the Colonies
· In June 1765, the Massachusetts Assembly sent a letter to the other Colonies requesting that they each 

send a _____________________ to a meeting in New York
· In October 1765, 28 representatives (from 9 of the 13 Colonies) met
· The Congress issued a _______________________ resolution against the Stamp Act that they sent to England
· The Fifth Resolve read:
· “The only representatives of the people of these colonies are persons chosen therein, by themselves; and that no taxes ever have been or can be constitutionally imposed on them but by their respective legislatures.”
· http://www.historycentral.com/Revolt/Stamptaxresolvestext.html
The Repeal of the Stamp Act
· With the protest, boycotts, and outrage in the Colonies, the only choice the British had was to either stop the 

protests with ____________________ force or to ___________________ the Stamp Act
· _____________________in England felt the law was bad for business
· The majority of Englishmen also saw the enforcement of the law as too great a burden and too costly
· Parliament debated the Stamp Act and it was _________________________, but at the same time, the 

________________________Act was passed
Challenge
· Mini Debate
· One partner argue that England should have stood its ground with respect to the Stamp Act
· One partner argue that England was smart for repealing (or eliminating) the Stamp Act
The Declaratory Act (1766)
· The British repealed the Stamp Act mainly because it was hurting ___________________________
· In order to save face and the ______________________of Parliament, the Declaratory Act was passed
· The Declaratory Act of 1766 said that Parliament "had, hath, and of right ought to have, full power and authority 

to make ______________and ___________________ of sufficient force and validity to bind the 

_____________________ and ______________________of America ... in all cases whatsoever". 
· Essentially the Declaratory Act emphasized that England still had the right and power to pass any laws it wanted to in the Colonies
The Townshend Revenue Duties (1767)
· In 1767, probably just to assert its authority announced in the Declaratory Act, Parliament passed the Townshend Revenue Duties (Townshend Acts)
· The Townshend Acts were a series of taxes imposed on ________________________ goods imported into the American Colonies (Townshend was the name of the head of the British Treasury)
· _______________
· Paints
· High Quality _______________
· ___________________
· _____________________
· Other luxury goods
The Colonists Respond with Boycott
· The Colonists decided that the best way to protest the new Townshend Duties was to _____________________ the British goods that they taxed
· Merchants in the Colonies signed _____________________________________, agreeing not to purchase certain goods
· Merchants from every colony except New Hampshire signed
· Boycotts hurt business in England and merchants in England put pressure on the members of Parliament to repeal the taxes
· Within a year imports from England reduced by half
The British React
· The protests and boycotts in Boston convinced England to increase its _____________________ presence in Boston
· ___________________ additional troops came to Boston
· The daily contact between the Colonists and British soldiers only worsened _______________________
· ____________________towards the British
· A _____________________ army existed in peacetime
· Troops were not of great _________________________
· Drank heavily
· Swore frequently
· Hired prostitutes
· Many soldiers competed with the Colonists for part time jobs
· The officers had no problem finding housing but the regular soldiers did and set up camps:
· Boston Common
· Faneuil Hall
· Court House
· The soldiers and the Colonists ________________________ on a daily basis

Conflict in Boston
· By 1770 tensions between the soldiers and Colonists in Boston exploded
· On March 5, 1770, a small group of Colonists assembled near the _________________________in Boston.  The 

crowd began shouting at and harassing a British guard, ________________________, stationed at the Customs 

House on ___________________________ Street (now State Street)
· After an argument broke out between a wigmaker’s apprentice named Edward Garrick and a British officer over an unpaid bill, Wight hit the boy with the end of his musket
· With this, the crowd grew larger, louder, and more hostile.  The fire bells rang and more people arrived, 

throwing __________________ and _________________at Wight
· Wight sent for reinforcements and soon a small group of British soldiers under __________________________ came to his aid. The crowd began taunting them all.
· Preston ordered a crowd of about 300 to disperse, but it refused
· Among the chaos an object struck the British Private Hugh Montgomery and his weapon fired into the crowd. Soon several gunshots rang out.
The Boston Massacre
· British soldiers had just fired on an ____________________________

· A runaway slave named ______________________________ was hit and died instantly along with two others

· In total, ____________civilians were struck by British fire
· 3 died instantly
· 2 later died of their injuries
· Preston and his men were tried for murder but after being defended by Defense Attorney 

_____________________________,
· Preston was acquitted
· Two of his men were convicted of manslaughter and punished by having their thumbs branded
· A silversmith named __________________ made the famous engraving called “The 

____________________________”
· The Sons of Liberty and Printers throughout the Colonies soon spread the ________________and 

____________________________ from Boston which outraged Colonists from Canada to Florida
Discuss with a Partner:
· Was the Boston Massacre the point of no return between the British and the Colonists? In other words, was war certain once the British fired on the unarmed crowd in Boston?
Repeal of the Townshend Duties
· Colonial boycotts were once again crippling English business
· On April 9, 1770 Parliament finally agreed to repeal all of the taxes in the Colonies except for the tax on 

___________________
· The tax on tea remained for two reasons:
· (1) The tea was not produced in England so boycotts wouldn’t hurt English business
· (2) It proved Parliament was still ____________________ and had the __________________ to tax the Colonists when it pleased
The Tea Act (1773)
· On May 10, 1773, Parliament passed the Tea Act, which actually imposed no new taxes
· Instead it was meant to help the struggling _________________________, which had nearly 18 million pounds of unsold tea
· The tea was to be sold directly to the Colonies at a ______________________
· The immediate response in the Colonies:
· In New York City and Philadelphia the ships were sent back
· In Charlestown, the tea was left to rot on the docks
· In Boston Colonists would not let the cargo be unloaded so the ships remained in the port…
The Boston Tea Party
· On December 19, 1773, thousands of Colonists met at the ________________________________ to hear 

_________________________speak against the Royal Governor in Massachusetts who closed Boston Harbor until the tea was unloaded
· At the end of his speech, Samuel Adams announced “there is nothing more we can do to save the country” 

which was a ___________________ for approximately 50 Colonists disguised as __________________________ to march to the harbor and board three docked tea ships

· The men opened the crates and dumped ____________________ of tea into the __________________
· Thereafter the Sons of Liberty harassed and threatened officials of the East India Company and British Tea Agents throughout the Colonies
Challenge
· Discuss with a partner:
· Were the Sons of Liberty a criminal group?
· What were their motives and what were their methods?
Tensions Escalate
· Colonists Opposed British:
· ________________________
· Restrictions on __________________________
· Lack of _____________________
· ____________________& Policies
· Restrictions on _____________________
· _____________________ Presence
· The British responded to protests with new restrictions and laws meant to crush the Patriot 

__________________and to hit them at home
The Coercive Acts (1774)
· In direct reaction to the Boston Tea Party, Parliament passed a series of laws in 1774 called the 

“__________________ Acts,” which were known as the “____________________ Acts” in the Colonies

· These laws were ______________________ for the people of ______________________ for the Boston Tea Party
· The Intolerable Acts were met with resistance in the Colonies
· The Boston Port Act
· The Massachusetts Government Act
· The Administration of Justice Act
· The Second Quartering Act
Committees of Correspondence
· With the new laws of Parliament, the Colonists needed a way to __________________________with one 

another. They set up “Committees of Correspondence” as _________________________ that met to discuss 

their issues and spread the _______________________point of view
· In total between 7,000-8,000 Patriots served and  became the leaders of resistance and organizers of the Revolution

The Boston Port Act (1774)
· In response to the Boston Tea Party, Parliament passed the Boston Port Act, which _______________________ 

until the East India Company had been _____________________for the tea and the king was satisfied that order had been restored 
· The British navy closed Boston Harbor to all ships
· Colonists protested that the entire colony was being punished for the act of a few rebels and that they were being punished without being given the opportunity to testify in their own defense
The Massachusetts Government Act (1774)
· Also in response to the Boston Tea Party, the Massachusetts Government Act changed the colonial government 

of Massachusetts so that nearly every position was _______________________ by the royal 

____________________ or __________________________
· Councilors
· Sheriffs
· Judges
· Juries
· The Act also limited ______________________________ to once per year
· Other colonies feared that England would change their governments as well




The Administration of Justice Act (1774)
· The Administration of Justice Act allowed the governor to move ___________________ of accused royal 

_______________ to other __________________ or _________________ if it was believed that a fair trial could not be had in Massachusetts
· The effect of this Act was that few Colonists could leave their jobs and cross the ocean to testify against accused officials
· The officials also received more sympathetic and ___________________treatment in England
· George Washington called the Act the “___________________ Act” because it essentially permitted British officials to do what they wanted in the Colonies and then escape justice
The Second Quartering Act (1774)
· The Second Quartering Act applied to all of the Colonies
· The older Quartering Act was ______________________ by colonial legislatures so soldiers found it difficult to find housing
· The new Act allowed the governor to house soldiers in any _________________________ that was suitable for living quarters if they were not otherwise provided housing
The Quebec Act (1774)
· Although it was adopted at the same time as the Coercive Acts, the Quebec Act was unrelated to the Tea Party
· The Quebec Act extended the western _______________________ of the Province of Quebec south of the 

_____________________River and west of the _________________________River

· The Act was favorable to the ____________________________ in the region and guaranteed them the right to practice the Catholic faith freely
· The Act angered many in the Colonies 
· Protestants
· Land speculators
· Settlers
The First Continental Congress
· As a result of the Intolerable Acts, a call went out from Boston to the other colonies
· The Colonies generally agreed that a ____________________ was necessary to coordinate a response to England
· From September 5, 1774 to October 26, 1774 the __________________________ met in 

____________________, Pennsylvania

· All colonies except for ___________________________ elected and sent delegates
· The Congress was divided
· Some wanted to give England time to come to its senses
· Some wanted a military response
· The Congress debated its options but in the end it agreed to:
· An immediate _____________________ agreement of British goods unless it repealed the Coercive Acts
· A _______________________ agreement that would go into effect in one year
· The Congress would meet again in 1 year
· No ____________________ action was agreed to
Patrick Henry
· The First Continental Congress did not agree to much but it did solidify that the colonies were at least 

_________________ in their stance against England
· Patrick Henry made a speech characterizing the meeting: “Today I am no longer a Virginian, but an 

_______________________.”
Challenge
· Think (1 min), Pair (1 min), Share (2 min)
· Was the First Continental Congress a Failure?
· Why did some of the Colonies hesitate to support war against England? 
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